
The following is a partial transcript from a league-sponsored media teleconference featuring
all 10 Hockey East head coaches on Tuesday, Jan. 9.

Head Coach TIM ARMY, Providence Friars

Assess the season at this point?
I think everyone is a little disappointed with the way things went in the first half for our hockey team,
but I also think every player and coach is less concerned with what happened and more concerned
with improving in the second half of the season. I really don’t think anyone involved with the team is
really concerned about expectations or where people thought we were going to be prior to the
season’s start, but instead we’re concentrating on practicing well, translating that over into the
games and making the kinds of plays that lead to winning hockey games. There is still plenty of
time to turn things around.

Can you put your finger on what specifically has gone wrong at Providence this season?
Look at the offensive numbers from this season … we lost our top returning scorer from last
season, but we also felt we had a lot of talent returning that would be able to put the puck in the
net. We’ve outshot our opponents in 16 out of our 20 games this season, but we just haven’t been
able to finish off the plays this season. I think it gets to a point where you’ve got players really
gripping their sticks a little too tight and pressing out there, and that’s something that we’re trying to
address. It’s much better for an offensive player to be relaxed with the puck and to have some fun
with it out there … that breeds success and a lot more confidence with the puck.

Jon Rheault’s production has been off this season … how much of a factor is that in the
team’s offensive problems?
I think Jon Rheault would be the first to tell you that things haven’t gone the way he would like
them. He had 30 points last season and he has nine points this season. I’m sure he was expecting
to improve on last season’s numbers and clearly he would like to have more production – but it
doesn’t stop and end with Jon. Cody Wild had 21 points last season and has seven this year …
Chase Watson had 33 points last and he has two points this season. Jamie Carroll had 20 points
last and he has four points this year. I think it’s much more of a team-wide thing.

Can you comment on Tony Zancanaro’s streak of playing 130 consecutive games?
I think [Tony Zancanaro’s consecutive games played streak] really speaks to the passion and
commitment he brings to the ice with him every time he plays the game of hockey. It’s a tribute to
his determination to play through minor bumps and bruises and to his commitment toward the
success of this team.


