
The following is a transcript from a league-sponsored media teleconference featuring all 10 Hockey East head coaches
on Tuesday, Jan. 9.

Head Coach DON “TOOT” CAHOON, Massachusetts Minutemen

Assess the season so far
Well, we have been an interesting team for sure; we’ve been really pleased with the way we started things. We felt that we were
a whole lot more organized at the start of this season than we were last year. There was more familiarity with the systems, and
the personnel were more familiar with one another in the previous year, and maybe in the previous two years. We felt better
about all of that. The team skated pretty well and was executing the system pretty well.  We lost a tough game at Merrimack in
early December, which gave us a sense that we were doing things OK, but we weren’t doing things great. We had taken
ourselves out of a Vermont game that had been an even game going into the third period and then we were completely domi-
nated in the third. Then we went to Union and kind of had a stinker there for two periods before we started playing well. That was
the start of a little bit of an unsettling time here. I don’t know quite what we are right now. We’ve had some good periods and had
some struggles. We had two bad outings following a pretty good Ferris State game, so we are still trying to find ourselves.

What areas have you seen that need improving?
Well, what is interesting is that last season, after a pretty horrific start we played .500 hockey the rest of the way. That’s not great
by itself, but it marked an improvement over where we had been. But our Achilles heel throughout last season was our goal
production, which we seemed to have overcome earlier this season. We weren’t filling the net, but we were scoring three and four
goals on a pretty consistent basis while playing good enough defense to win. And then we were hit with a scoring drought again.
That seems to be our biggest problem: our ability to relax and make plays around the net. Finish scoring chances. That goes
hand-in-hand with the production of our power play as well. We move the puck extremely well, have all sorts of good looks, but
come up empty-handed on the power play. We need to resolve that and resolve it quickly.

Talk about goalie Jon Quick’s goal vs. Merrimack
Well, it’s funny. I don’t think the official really wanted to give the goal to him, because its such an unusual play, and I don’t think
[Merrimack Coach] Mark Dennehy would prefer that he be credited either. Quick had made a save and he was the last UMass
guy to touch the puck. The puck went into the corner and the penalty was called on us at that juncture, a delayed penalty. A
Merrimack player had the puck, and had we possessed the puck, the whistle would have blown. The Merrimack player skated
back toward the net by the goal line and tried to feather a pass to the near-side defenseman closing. The pass missed the
defenseman by three or four feet and had enough pace on it to travel the length of the ice. In the meantime, with the ref’s arm
extended, Pat Watson had vacated the goal and went to the bench. So everyone watched in awe as the puck traveled almost
200 feet and went in the net. And then Quick gets credited with the goal.

What kinds of things are you doing to get your guys in a more relaxed/comfortable frame of mind?
I think we do the same things a lot of other teams do. There are a lot of drills dedicated to scoring chances and second chances,
getting the loose pucks and putting your body in position. It’s very hard to teach the patience and the poise that a true goal scorer
has. Many times, coaches will say that shot release has a lot more to do with scoring than the speed of the shot or how hard
someone shoots the puck.

Does this feel like something your guys will emerge from, based on your past experiences?
I like the makeup of our team and its personality. I think these kids are competitive and I think these kids have a strong resolve so
that they can endure the struggles that they’ve had. That doesn’t make it any easier, and its not a guarantee that we are going to
emerge from this and start filling the net, but our guys are coming to the rink with a positive frame of mind and doing the things
you expect good athletes to do: trying to get good results. From that standpoint, I’m encouraged and I’m confident that if they do
that, more good will happen than bad, for sure.

Comment on the play of Mark Matheson
Mark has obviously been one of the real bright lights here. I don’t think people realize what a truly gifted athlete he is. He has
great skating ability, good poise and real good puck skills. He’s really valuable because of his versatility, and as you know we
have used him a lot at center over the last year and a half, and he filled a void where there was a weakness. We didn’t have the
center position filled well over the last two years, and we filled it more this year with the addition of Brett Watson to the mix. But
hadn’t it been for Mark’s ability to go from defense to center, we might still be playing a three back system, not using a center as
we did two years ago. So he’s just a terrific player for us, leading the team in goals. He’s doing a great job for us.


