
The following is a transcript from a league-sponsored media teleconference featuring all 10 Hockey East head
coaches on Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2007.

Head Coach MARK DENNEHY, Merrimack Warriors

Talk about the play of your goaltenders?
You know what’s funny? The schools that I’ve worked at in Hockey East, UMass and Merrimack, we have sort of had a
tradition of good goaltending. You look at (Jim) Hrivnak and (Joe) Exter and now (Jim) Healey and (Patrick) Watson.
Where we are as a team, and moving forward, the goaltender will be a central figure in any success that we have. For all
of you potential goaltenders out there – the chance to come in and make a difference lends itself to the Merrimack
situation.

Talk about the freshmen – Pat Kimball and Matt Jones – leading the team in goals?
Because of the season before, recruiting took on a different slant. We wanted to improve with every player we brought in.
Chances of landing a blue chip recruit after a one-win season wasn’t realistic. We needed to get faster, we needed a solid
core of players and I am very happy with our freshmen class – all 10 guys. They will all be able to contribute at this level
and we couldn’t say the same thing about all the players in our program. Guys like J.C. (Robitaille) and Kimball haven’t
had the benefit of playing with the best players in our league. If you look around the league, even at Lowell you have
(Jeremy) Hall and (Jason) Tejchma. A lot of our freshmen are playing with each other. We need to rely on these guys to
put numbers up and it was nice to see them get back on the board on Sat.

Is it tough to keep the morale positive moving forward?
It’s not tough. Last year, because there was a change in hierarchy, there was a level of excitement. We ended up beating
Providence in our last game because of that. This year our dynamic changed but we have 10 freshmen and they are
excited about everything. The BC’s and BU’s of the world are a motivating factor. The Hockey East shingle is something
we put up on the recruiting front. These kids have bought into that fully and the local kids aspire to play those teams and
show that they belong at this level. The Western kids know about Hockey East. We want to make sure that we maintain a
positive attitude about this situation. This is an upperclassmen driven league. You can see the difference between a
freshmen and a junior. Most players don’t really come into their own until about halfway through their sophomore years.
We have got to make sure we are working towards their improvement.

Do you think that Hockey East’s policy of eliminating two teams from the playoffs is fair?
Obviously, you want to make the postseason, that’s the goal. It’s easy for me now as a head coach to say that we should
all get in. I don’t think that making the postseason when everyone makes the postseason should save anyone’s job. I like
the fact that only eight teams get in. It makes the regular season mean something. There is battle for home ice and a
battle for playoff spots. That is what we were playing for this past weekend. Although we came up on the short end there
was an intensity level to those games that might not have been there otherwise.

Can you talk about your senior captain, Ryan Sullivan?
He has the chance this year of being the only three-time defending scholar athlete in Hockey East. That says something
in and of itself. He is a very intelligent young man. For our seniors, things haven’t gone the way that they would have
hoped, but Ryan has nothing to hang his head about. There are 12 players who were a part of this program (last year)
that are no longer here with 137 points total gone. It would be easy for Sully to say “would of,” “could of,” “should of.” They
understand the process that we are going through. They might not taste the rewards but they understand it. They know
that we are working towards the future. They played a big part in where this program is going. If this is going to happen it’s
because we have a good team and we have excellent chemistry and good citizens. That sums up Sully. He is someone
who you would be proud to have as a son.


