
The following is a transcript from a league-sponsored media teleconference featuring all 10 Hockey East head coaches on
Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2007.

Head Coach KEVIN SNEDDON, Vermont Catamounts

Comment on where the team is now and how its looks moving towards the playoffs.
We went into last weekend a little bit fragile. That would probably be the best word to describe our confidence level. We felt like we
played well against Maine up at Maine, in particular the second night, but unfortunately came up with no points. I think our overall
confidence with our offense was fragile and the belief system of when is that going to change was really tested going into the weekend.
We really tried to calm the guys down, and get them to believe in the systems and to stay within their roles going into the UMass
weekend. Quickly in the first game we find ourselves down 2-0 on two really bad defensive breakdowns, which is the strong point of our
game. So, it was really a gut-check time going into the second period of that first night. I was very pleased in the way we came out and
played. I really felt like we stole the momentum back; we were able to make it 2-2 and had some great opportunities to make it 3-2 or
even 4-2 for that matter. But we just couldn’t get that go ahead goal. I thought UMass did a tremendous job in between the second and
third period of gaining back their energy and changing their game plan a little bit to take away our forechecking ability. Unfortunately, we
had a couple of veteran players make a bad defensive decision with two minutes to go in a 2-2 game; a very important game. I heard
Don (Cahoon) talk about (Chris) Capraro and (Mark) Matheson and they played great and ended up stinging us on Friday night.

On Saturday it was a gut-check time and we harped on the fact that we need to be as strong defensively as possible this time of year and
not to come out of that to create offense. The offense will come from playing good team defense. UMass came out and played a great
first period. They had more shots on goal; I think a lot of them were from the outside but certainly they had a little bit more energy than we
did in the first period. But we killed off a five-minute major and two minutes of that five-minute major was a 5-on-3 and that was the
turning point. We killed it off and coming right out of the penalty box we end up scoring a power-play goal and that really changed the
momentum of the game. We played a great second and third period and came away with a 3-0 victory over a great UMass team.

How do you build on that this weekend?
Well, we needed to win a close game. Saturday was very close game. It certainly wasn’t a 3-0 game. We did a nice job scoring the first
goal and had just a special play made by a freshman Brian Roloff to feed Torrey Mitchell to send him in on a breakaway to get up 2-0.
Then we just kept playing to win. I think that was very important for our club. Not to sit back and feel like we had to hang on for dear life;
instead we got after that third goal. So, I’m hoping at the very least they see how well we played defensively, how well we killed penalties
and when that does happen we are capable of scoring goals and if anything it was just a confidence boost for us.

Given the relative strength of your team and BU’s team, will anyone score this weekend?
I’m watching film last night and John Curry looks pretty good. Both teams obviously pay a lot of attention to detail on the defensive side of
the puck. I think the challenge this weekend is not only is BU playing great on the defensive side but they also have some players that
are starting to find their confidence offensively. Players like Pete MacArthur, who I’ve always thought of as one of the best players in the
league. Obviously I know Jack (Parker) is thrilled to have Brandon Yip back in the lineup and that gives them a different look on the
power play. And certainly Yip paired up with MacArthur with either (Chris) Higgins or (Jason) Lawrence is a very formidable line. We have
to go down there and play the same style we always do and that’s take care of the defensive side of the puck and hope that we get
enough shots with traffic to get a few by Curry.

Vermont still controls its own destiny for home ice. Do you use that as a motivational tool?
We used it as motivating tool going into Saturday’s game against UMass. Our guys were really down after that Friday night game. We
fight back to make it 2-2 and then we let a goal in the last two minutes of a game in our own building. That is something that doesn’t
happen often and I think that was a really tough moment for our team. The next day the speech was the sun came up and we have a
great opportunity in front of us. We can win the season series with UMass, we’re neck and neck with them in the standings, so winning
that tie-breaker would be big. Then obviously the win on Saturday propelled us back into the top four. So, we used it at that point, but
from this point forward it’s one game at a time. The players have enough pressure on them right now and as a staff we’re trying to get
them to play with passion and energy and confidence without putting too much pressure on themselves.

Could you comment on how deep the league is and the possibility of upsets in the upcoming playoffs?
No question in my mind that the playoffs are going to be as exciting as they ever have been in this league mainly because it’s the
deepest conference from top to bottom in the country. I don’t think anyone in the other leagues can argue with that. Look at the way
Blaise (McDonald) has Lowell playing right now. They’re a very dangerous team. We played Providence here a couple of weekends ago
and I thought they were one of the toughest teams we’ve played all year. I think there just is some great depth in the league this year and
that definitely is going to provide some difficult tests for the top teams and you very easily could see some upsets.


