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 HOCKEY EAST CHAMPIONSHIP MEN’S COACHES  

MEDIA TELECONFERENCE QUOTE SHEET 

(TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2009) 

 

BOSTON COLLEGE HEAD COACH JERRY YORK QUOTES 
Opening Remarks: 

“I thought it was very significant for us to go through New Hampshire to get to the Garden.  I 

think UNH is going to make a lot noise in the national tournament next week.  They’re that good 

a club.  It’s always exciting to go to the Garden.  We never take it for granted.  We look forward 

to each year trying to bring our club to the Garden and hopefully win a championship.  It’s 

important to win trophies late in the year.  We’re really excited about that.  Like I said, UNH is 

going to make some noise in the national tournament.  I was very impressed with the way they 

played.“ 

 

“Looking ahead to BU, what more can you say … they’ve lost once in the last 17 games.  They’re 

having an incredible year.  We’ve watched them play a lot during the year.  We have a formidable 

challenge in front of us.  But, we feel like we’re peaking.  We’re playing our best hockey of the 

year these last three weeks.  We’ll be a real focused team.  I think it should be a terrific weekend 

for Hockey East.  I think it’s an exciting time for us all.” 

 

On the team improved its play beginning during the Northeastern series: 

“I think it started earlier.  I think we played very well against New Hampshire and lost basically 

two one-goal games.  We went to Providence [three weeks ago] and played very well that 

weekend.  Northeastern was the culmination of three very good weekends for us because we had 

been very inconsistent throughout the course of the year.  We were in a situation where we had a 

1-0 lead with less than one minute to go and we just didn’t make great reads on that play and 

[Ryan] Ginand ended up tying it.  We really worked on a 6-on-5 afterwards because we could see 

that’s where we were vulnerable.  Sure enough, we have the same situation up in Durham [this 

past weekend].  So that Northeastern series helped us, but the particular events of that 6-on-5 

helped us defend against New Hampshire.” 

 

On the team’s play during its last few games in which is has had success: 

“Our play has been much better overall.  We’ve had a much stingier defense and we’re scoring 

some timely goals.  We’re not reinventing the wheel.  We’ve been trying to get better all year 

long.  Late in the season, we’ve really come together as a cohesive unit.  We’re certainly not 

going to have a lot of all-stars when it comes to our [league] banquet on Thursday, but our team is 

really becoming a more cohesive team and I think that’s one of the keys as you get into the 

playoffs … if you don’t have a Nathan Gerbe, who is a real difference-maker. If you’re team is 

cohesive, you have a chance to advance.  That’s all we’re looking for … a chance to win a game.  

From my viewpoint, four Hockey East schools are going to the national tournament.  For our 

team to get there, to join them, we’re going to have to win this playoff championship.  That’s our 

goal and that’s our direction all week in practice.  We want to continue playing and the only way 

they’ll let us do that is to get the automatic bid from our conference.” 

 

On winning at the Whittemore Center despite poor history in Durham: 

“In my 15 years here at BC, we’ve never not seen the fish on the ice.  So this was an unusual 

weekend for us because we could achieve that goal.  I’m not sure what it is.  We get into that 

mindset that it’s the rink.  It’s not necessarily the rink.  UNH has had good clubs over all these 

years.  If they were just an average team, we would have had more success going to Durham.  



That’s probably the more significant factor as to why they have been so good against us.  I can’t 

look for any other reasons than that.” 

 

On BC’s defensive pairings: 

“You never know.  This week, someone could tweak something or be injured and you’d have to 

move one. I think the six defenders are pretty solid in the lineup.  We go to five D late in the 

game and we go to four D even later in the game.  We’ll start with six D and the pairings will be 

similar, but then we mix and match as we go through depending on PK’s and PP’s.” 

 

On the recent success of the penalty kill: 

“We’re certainly going to get challenged.  I haven’t seen many better power plays over the years 

than what BU can put out this year.  They’re really very productive in that part of the game.  Our 

goaltender has played very well for us recently.  We’ve rotated through six forwards.  Matt Price 

and Cam Atkinson have really stood out in the penalty killing for us.  But, you need some 

bounces and we’ve certainly got them for us on the PK.” 

 


