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Head Coach Heather Linstad: 

Reflections on the game? 

“Give all the credit in the world to Providence by the way they came out, especially in the 

first ten minutes.  They kind of dictated plays where I thought our kids kind of sat back 

on their heels and I guess they were anxious, nervous, and tried too hard and did not do a 

lot of the little things that they do well and I think everybody tried to do too much and 

then they didn’t play as a team.  Our puck movement wasn’t too good and Providence 

capitalized on those power play opportunities and did a nice job with that.  They didn’t 

play from the gecko, and we couldn’t make a comeback.” 

 

Between the first and second, were there any adjustments that you tried to make to turn 

that thing around, particularly the forecheck? 

“No, I think we just hurt ourselves.  You could tell that kids were gripping the stick too 

tight and throwing the puck away.  We have a good team with good speed and we didn’t 

use it; it felt like we were standing around and Providence when they need to win a battle, 

they won a lot of battles.  Those are the kind of things, we hurt ourselves, but we had a 

few posts too and I think things could have changed we had a few breakaway 

opportunities and their goalie also played well, they needed a big save from her and they 

got it.” 

 

Where does this put you now?  This is your best season statistically.  Where have you 

come within the last 3 years? 

“We still think that the most talented are the youngest players; that is obviously a bonus 

for us.  And it hurts us that we lose four great seniors and you wonder where Jaclyn 

Hawkins and her offense come from next year.  I think that the program is right there on 

the cusp and it was in our grasp, and unfortunately we let it go today against a very good 

team.  We didn’t hold on to the little things we’ve done all season.” 

 

Any final thoughts on the season as a whole? 

“We did some great things, we did win more games than we ever had.  We maintained 

our 8 seed for a long time this year, and we were always thought of nationally ranked and 

we will finish in the top ten unless there are some big upsets.  I think we have done what 

were supposed to do and we will continue to grow as a program.  I thought overall it was 

a great season.  I enjoyed coaching this group of kids; they all worked very hard.  We got 

to get mentally tougher and be able to play in the big games.  That is just a little hurdle 

we have to jump now, is playing in the semis and getting to the finals. 
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Head Coach Bob Deraney 

Opening Statement: 

“We played a really good team today in their building. I think we got a lot of breaks, but I 

think it’s because we worked so hard. We’ve been on a pretty good roll and I don’t think 

any team has had a harder road to get here than we have. If someone told me that we 

were going to beat UConn the way that we did I would say no way. I give credit to our 

kids, our goaltending was great, our power play clicked. When you get those three 

elements, you have a good chance of winning." 
 

Junior forward Mari Pehkonen 

Can you talk about the match-up against New Hampshire tomorrow? 

“We are the type of team that we know the end of the season matters the most and I think 

we showed up to play today. We played right from the beginning and everyone played 

amazing. We all know that it’s going to take even more tomorrow.” 

 

What does getting to the championship game mean to you as a team and individually? 

“Obviously it means a lot. It is what you train for all summer and play for all season is to 

get to the championship and you won’t settle for anything less. It’s a great feeling, but at 

the same time you know you are going to have to play your best.” 

 

Junior goalie Danielle Ciarletta 

Can you talk about the match-up against New Hampshire tomorrow? 

“I would say today New Hampshire’s defense played amazing. They didn’t face many 

shots and if you are a goalie that makes your day. As far as tomorrow I don’t think there 

is any reason why we can’t come away with a win, after how we played against them 

during the season.” 

 

What does getting to the championship game mean to you as a team and individually? 

“Our school prides itself on tradition of winning. There have been so many players and 

teams before us and they’ve done a lot. We just want to live up to that.” 

 
 

 


