
Sara Hjalmarsson Named Hockey East Player of the Month
Monthly Honors Announced for Games Played In November and December

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: JANUARY 4, 2021

Hockey East Goaltender of the Month
Sandra Abstreiter - Providence

Junior; Freising, Germany
Abstreiter enjoyed a stellar start to 2020-21 by leading 
the nation in shutouts (2) and tied for the lead in wins (3) 
in the month of December. To date, no goaltender has 
more wins in the 2020-21 season than Abstreiter’s six 
victories. Among goaltenders who played more than two 
games, Abstreiter led the NCAA in save percentage (.967) 
and goals against average (0.75). She allowed just three 
goals in four starts in December, including two shutouts 
and stopped 87 of 90 shots she faced in the month. The 
junior netminder has allowed two goals or fewer in each 
of her eight starts this season, carrying a 6-1-1 record on 
the year.
Runner-up: Loryn Porter, Maine

Hockey East Player of the Month
Sara Hjalmarsson - Providence
Junior Forward; Bankeryd, Sweden.

Hjalmarsson tied for the lead among all Hockey East play-
ers with 10 points in November and December, racking 
up four goals and six assists in eight games played. Her 
offensive output has helped. Providence to a 6-1-0 record 
and a top-10 national ranking. Her four power-play points 
led all Hockey East skaters as did her plus-10 on-ice rating. 
The senior forward from Sweden set up two game-winning 
goals for the Friars in December, and three overall, and 
had three multi-point games, including a three-assist out-
ing in a 4-0 win against Maine on Dec. 18. In the six games 
when Hjalmarsson records a point, the Friars are unbeaten.

Runner-up: Kelly Browne, Boston College

N/D. Opponent Result G-A-P
21 UCONN W, 6-2 1-1-2
22 at UConn T, 1-1 (OT) 0-0-0
27 at Boston College W, 3-2 0-1-1
28 BOSTON COLLEGE W, 3-2 1-0-1
4 HOLY CROSS W, 2-0 0-1-1
5 at Holy Cross W, 4-1 2-0-2
18 MAINE W, 4-0 0-3-3
19 MAINE L, 1-2 0-0-0
 Totals 6-1-1 4-6-10  

N/D. Opponent Result Min. Svs GA
21 UCONN W, 6-2 60:00 30 2
22 at UConn T, 1-1 (OT) 65:00 24 1
27 at Boston Coll. W, 3-2 60:00 34 2
28 BOSTON COLL. W, 3-2 60:00 32 2
4 HOLY CROSS W, 2-0 60:00 16 0
5 at Holy Cross W, 4-1 60:00 19 1
18 MAINE W, 4-0 60:00 23 0
19 MAINE L, 1-2 58:39 29 2
 Totals 6-1-1 483:39 207 10
   1.24 GAA, .954 SV%

Pro Ambitions Rookie of the Month
Nicole Kelly - New Hampshire

Forward; Brantford, Ont.
Kelly led all Hockey East freshman in nearly every category 
in November and December, including assists (7), points 
(9), plus-rating (10), shots on goal (45) and shots on goal 
per game (4.50).) She led all league skaters with five as-
sists and seven points in December, helping the Wildcats 
to a 3-4-0 record. She recorded at least a point in five of 
her seven games, including two multiple point outings. She 
closed the month on a three-game point streak, including 
two goals in her final contest. Her 29 shots on goal were 
also the most of any rookie in the league in the month of 
December

Runner-up: Bryn Saarela, Holy Cross

N/D. Opponent Result G-A-P
20 BOSTON COLLEGE L, 2-5 0-1-1
21 at Boston College L, 1-4 0-0-0
4 BOSTON UNIV. L, 1-2 0-1-1
5 BOSTON UNIV. W, 4-3 0-2-2
11 MAINE L, 1-2 0-0-0
12 MAINE L, 1-2 0-0-0
19 at Vermont L, 2-4 0-1-1
20 at Vermont W, 2-0 0-1-1
23 HOLY CROSS W, 6-2 2-0-2
30 at Holy Cross L, 2-5 0-1-1
 Totals 3-7-0 2-7-9
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